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apology, under erasure
nancy viva davis halifax
York University

Abstract
On 9 December, 2013 Premier Kathleen Wynne of Ontario delivered Ontario’s Apology to
Former Residents of Regional Centres For People with Developmental Disabilities at the
provincial legislature. The apology was delivered a week after the Huronia Class Action Lawsuit
was settled for $35 million. The poem uses the form of erasure as a response to the inadequacies
of both the apology and the settlement.
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apology,
Speak care protect
safe trust the state the people
trust everything our sense our sense
our sense trust - broken
something — all matter = teust
truly
humble  weleeme
and
and ,
and . welcome honour
courage thank you witness
Speak responstbility suffering
, Ontario failed
care look eyes
behind sorry
Ontario sorry pain loss
sorry
pain carry
suffer neglect abuse
care. broke
harm
robbed
, comfort safety dignity
, restrained unbearable , exploited
labour crowded unsanitary care
flawed
abuse closed Ontario
closed
, we
other
Ontario deserve , care look
, care
people
depend more
know
more memory suffer - help
lost sorry you
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On 9 December, 2013 Premier Kathleen Wynne of Ontario delivered Ontario’s Apology to Former
Residents of Regional Centres For People with Developmental Disabilities at the provincial legislature. The
apology was delivered a week after the Huronia Class Action Lawsuit was settled for 35§ million.

my first encounter with erasure was through the Erased de Kooning drawing by Robert Rauschenberg,
1953. it is a work that for me, persists in memory likely as it relies on removal rather than
accumulation — as drawing often does. as Nation states might.

the erasure is incomplete

State accountability is incomplete — palimpsests of words provide a context for absence for the
historical and continuing erasure of labelled persons from the Nation state.

the apology is not always willing

the breaks in the ground of language become a space where imagination gathers collecting the
fragments of language found on the grounds of the Huronia Regional Centre - letters crayoned on
walls - impossible to erase

something escapes
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